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Mind the gap 
How to manage the up take of new medicines 



Innovative medicines as a challenge for 
national health services... 



 Encourage the safe, effective and efficient use of medicines 

 Evaluate and optimize health outcomes 

 Ensure equity in access 

 Ensure sustainability and viability 

Payers’ perspectives 

Obtaining better health outcomes in a  
financially sustainable environment 



Measures adopted for the uptake of new 
medicines to treat the Hepatitis C 

1 
Favour the early acces to 

patients (severe cases – June 
2014 – 219 patients) 

2 
Health Technology Assessment 

Programme: determine the 
added clinical value, 

harmonizes the use of 
medicines and guarantee 

equity in access in Catalonia  

3 
Registry and study of the 

outcomes obtained: real life 
results 

4 
Widening management 

schemes to spur access for 
innovative medicines (financial 

agreements with industries) 



Health Technology Assessment Programme: 
Program to improve access to innovative medicines 
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Drug Abreviatura 

Boceprevir BOC 
Daclatasvir DCV 
Dasabuvir DSV 
Ombitasvir/paritaprevir/ritonavir OBV/PTV/RTV 
Peginterferó PEG 

Drug Abreviatura 

Simeprevir SMV 
Sofosbuvir SOF 
Sofosbuvir/Ledipasvir SOF/LDV 
Ribavirina RBV 
Telaprevir TEL 
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Outcomes obtained from Registry 
Sustained virological response (SVR) (n=6.669*) 

 SVR Global (93,8%) 

OUTSTANDING RESULTS OBTAINED 
WITH NEW TREATMENTS 
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Budgetary impact and population treated 
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The case of orphan medicines 
High prices with higher uncertainties regarding the 

outcomes provided 







Patients expectations 



Challenges and changes to face up 

Regulatory 
changes 

Mass media Research  
impact 

Perspectives of 
professionals 

Affordability 

Access and 
inequities 

Patients/society 
expectatives 

Economic-social context 



 The uptake of innovative medicines has become a challenge that national health 

systems must face up 

 Public health system have to work to response to patients’ needs and expectations 

 Medicines with high budgetary impact might need special efforts and measures to 

handle these drugs within each NHS 

 Dialogue among all the stakeholders is mandatory to get a success: including 

active patient participation 

 Despite the measures adopted and the outstanding results obtained, the budget 

impact in hepatitis C treatments is very high. It would be affordable if several 

“hepatitis C drugs-like” were approved yearly? 

 Additionaly, how to manage extremely high budgetary impacts when the 

outcomes are often modest (like observed for some orphan drugs)? 

Some conclusions and food for thought... 



Medicines and public health systems:  
¿which is the destination? 

 

Destiny must be a system that allows the incorporation of innovation 
that presents added value, sustainable for health systems and 

focused on the needs of patients 



Thank you for your attention 
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